~ ‘ Nl :
s ™ Approved Fo?'ReIeas“E %@iﬂﬁ)l- 4 : CIA-RDP80R0172QR000500060008-9

itad

26 May 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: White House Meeting oo Vietnam Politics

1. Om Thursday, 23 May, Dr. John Soche, Special Consultant
to the Presldent, convoned 2 meeting in his office ia the ¥hite riouse to
discuss political dovelopruents ia Vietasm and the posture the U.S.
Government should adept with regard te these dovelopments. In addition
te Dr. Roche the moesiing was sttended by Messrs. Philip Habib and
Robert Miller of the Department of State and Messre. Carver, Allen
95X1 emd[  |ef CIA, { |aned Mr. Colby wore unable to attend. }

2. Mr. Roche opened by stating that the President, Mr. ~ait
Rostow and he were auntremely concerned about the course of political
developments in Vietaam, particularly the burgeoning rivalry between
Ky snd Thisn, whese conflicting presidential ambitions could fracture
the unity of the military establishment so essestial to continued political
progress in Sowth Vietasm., Mr. Roche had boen vegussted by the Presideat
and Mr. Fostow to review this matter with knowledgeshle U.S. Governmeat
oificials to determine an optimum course of U.5. actionm.

3. An hour's lively discussion of Vietnamese politics followed
Mz, Roche's opening remarks. rom it there emerged general agresment
on the following points:

8) The Thieu-Ky rivalry is serious and has reised grave
potential prodlems with regard to the palitical sftuation. As of
this momaent, bowever, the threat is poteatial but not yet realized.
wgn signs of stress within the military, but as yet ac signs

plit.,
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B} The U.£, Jovernnent must be prepared to move
fast but caust also aveld acting with undue haste. If we inter-
vens before intervention iz necessary (e.g., tell Thisu not to
run) we will lose more than wo stand to gatan. Any person
whosa we support {e.g., Hy) will be tagged as & U, S, puppet.
His spponents, at & mialmun, will de disgruntied and might
even pull out of the electoral race, thue destroying fte selitical
and image-building valus.

€} For the tlme being, the bast posture for Ambassador
Bunker to take officially, and for others:with access te the princi-
pal players io take unofficlally, is that the U. 5, Goverament
sxpecis the Vistaanese Government (l.e., Thieu and Ky) to live
ap to the commitment made many times (facluding to the President
at Gaan) that the military establishment will remain united and
will mot split on the reck of coaflicting parsonal ambitions.
Making our pitch in this tmpersonal faghion saves face and heeps
open sur options. It precludes our haviang to choose deiween
Thieuw and Hy.

4} It i» essential that we keep our ears open and develop
pipelines {2 all the principal players. Zvents are moving with
considerable speed and we must stay sbreast of them eo we will
know at once Y and when the moment arrives when we must inter-
vense,

4. A Sate Department cable had siready been drafted along the above
lhuu, wag discussed at the meeiing, and subsequantly sent (after soine modifi-
cation) as Rate 2025%9 (gopy attached),

3. There was considerable discussion about the role the Agency can
play in keaping the U, 5, Goverament's ear to the ground. »Mr. Habib felt that
fall use should be made of Colonel Millar's comtacts and informal relationshizs,
1 assured hlxm that, subject to Ambassador Bunker's control and direction, this
would indeed be done.

Gecrge A. Carver, Jr.
Special Assistaet for Vietnamese 2ffaire

Lttachment
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